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• The host is always the next presenter
• The first host is the last presenter







Please introduce yourself

• Which PhD year (1st, 2nd, 3rd …)

• Which lab

• What are your working on / what is your thesis about (1-2 sentences)



A few words about your presentation (old and new to you)

• Images and graphics should be clear and large and readable for everybodyg g p g y y
 in the Acrobat reader zoom in first and then copy the graphic to your PPT / download high
quality pictures from the HTML version of the paper
• You might need to read previous papers of the group to understand the “whole story”
• Ask yourself what kind of questions your audience might have latery q y g
• Practice the talk before to make sure you are in the right time scale and to make your
presentation overall more smooth
• If there are too many data (especially high quality papers), try to cut down less important data:

• Your audience does not necessarily need to understand every single detail
• We want to get to know the big picture
• The attitude of an audience is usually more like to be entertained by a presentation 
(rather then being troubled by looking at every single detail of the study)

• You can present the data in a different way as they are presented in the paper to have 
a better flow of the whole story
• The introduction is very important to give us enough background to understand the topic
• Make a point! Make many points! You can have several summaries during your presentation
• Plan enough time ahead to setup your computer and to solve technical problems
• Speak load so the audience keep being alerted during your whole presentation
• Speak not too fast and not too slow: speak in a flow!
• Focus on making your presentation comprehensive and logic (rather then making the 
audience tired showing all the details of the paper)
• Choose large letters and avoid dark background and bright letters (makes people sleepy)
• Use the PPT spelling checker



Something about impact factors

1 Why do we need papers of good quality?1. Why do we need papers of good quality? 

2. What is a good quality paper?

3. How to find out the quality of a journal (IF ranking)? 

4. Why IF factors are based on a poor algorithm.



How to find a paper?



Why do we need high quality papers?

Nothing entered

Almost 1 Mio papers published only in 2011!!             



Why do we need high quality papers?

¼ of them are related to “cell”!!



Why do we need high quality papers?

th d d th d f SCI bli h d every year thousands and thousands of SCI papers are published

 good papers are usually those which underwent careful peer-review (not all 
journals have peer-review; or only one peer instead of 3-5 peers)jou a s a e pee e e ; o o y o e pee stead o 3 5 pee s)

 however, pressure on scientists to publish in high quality journals increases
(finding job positions depends of number papers and journal rankings)

 thus the quality of data decreases including increase in scientific fraud
which will slow down scientific progress since in many cases data need to be 
again reproduced by others (and, unfortunately, many data are not reproducible g p y ( y y p
at all…) 

 how to find out the quality of a journal?

 impact factor ranking?



http://apps.isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)



http://apps.isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)



http://isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)



http://isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)



http://isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)



How are impact facors calculated?

Journal impact factor is a citation index:

Counting citations of articles from the journal in the past two years

Dividing them by the number of all published articles from this journal (within theseDividing them by the number of all published articles from this journal (within these 
two years)

An impact factor of 1.0 means that, on average, the articles (published two years ago) 
have been cited (in average) once. 

(An impact factor of 2.5 means that, on average, the articles published two years ago 
have been cited 2.5 times.)



http://isiknowledge.com (=> only from NTHU accessible)

Click here for details



Citations in past 2 years divided by number of articles published in past 2 years



Click here
for trends





eMJA     “The Medical Journal of Australia” 2003 178 (6): 280-281 

“The journal Impact Factor and citation counts are misconstrued and misused as 
measures of scientific qualitymeasures of scientific quality. 

Why inappropriate? Because the IF is conceptually and technically flawed:  

• the quality of published material cannot be controlled by such a short period of timethe quality of published material cannot be controlled by such a short period of time
(two-year period set by the ISI)

• reviews are cited more frequently than original research, thus favoring 
j l th t th t f ti l t f bli hi t tjournals that use these type of articles as part of a publishing strategy

• the IF does not take into account self-citations, which amount to 1/3 (!) of all 
citations (if an author writes a new paper he/she try to put many citations about ( p p y p y
his/her own previous works into the new paper)

• errors are common in reference lists (occurring in up to 1/4 of references), 
inevitably affecting IF accuracyinevitably affecting IF accuracy

• the assumption of a positive link between citations and quality is wrong:
 we cite articles for diverse reasons, including those we think they are 
suspect or poor (we cite studies which we want to criticize but citing these 
studies in turn increases the IF of the journal they are published)



What can we do?

… nothing until a better algorithm is developed and accepted; you should try to 
publish in high IF journals which dramatically affects your career



But... some recent improvements are going on...

For the journal “Development”

5-years IF much higher!



Eigenfactor Score 

• The Eigenfactor Score calculation is based on the number of times articles from 

the journal published in the past five years have been cited in the JCR year, 

but it also considers which journals have contributed these citations so thatbut it also considers which journals have contributed these citations so that 

highly cited journals will influence the network more than lesser cited 

journals. 

• References from one article in a journal to another article from the same journal 

are removed, so that Eigenfactor Scores are not influenced by journal self-

citation



“Cell Biology” Journals sorted by Impact Factor



“Cell Biology” Journals sorted by Eigenfactor



Sorted by EigenfactorSorted by Impact Factor

Ranking changes based on 5-year evaluation and elimination of self-citations
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Thanks and wish us a successful seminar!


